
 

 

Breath of Heaven  
Childrenõs Ministries 

April, 2010  

News From The Childrenõs Village 

Racheal jumped up 

and down on her 

bed and shouted 

with glee, ñItôs my 

room! This is my 

bed!ò 

Pastor Ted on his recent visit to Zambia 

Orphans Express Their Gratitude  
 

W 
hat joy my wife Judy and I, Michael De-

vine, the children and the staff experi-

enced as we celebrated the grand 

opening of our Childrenõs Village on 

January 28, 2010!  Many dignitaries and officials 

attended, but we were especially blessed to have a 

government cabinet member, Lt. General Ronnie 

Shipkawasha, dedicate our first homes.  He is the 

Minister of Information and Broadcasting for all of 

Zambia.  His presence and support of our work 

were much appreciated.  

 

Many of our orphans lived in small homes, some 

with eighteen people crowded just into two rooms.  

When they arrived at the Village, they ran and jumped and laughed.  One little girl, Racheal, ran 

into her room and jumped up and down on her bed and shouted with glee, òItõs my room!  This 

is my bed!ó 

 

We now have  twenty -two children in residence at the Village, and we support another eight 

children, who are living with relatives or guardians.  We have hired a Zambian woman, Mrs. 

Janet Shumba, to be our Program Director.  She has her diploma 

in Program Development and Administration.  We are also send-

ing her to the university for a degree in social work.  

 

We continue to thank the Lord for your prayers and financial 

support, as we reach out to minister to Zambiaõs orphans. 

 

Ted Lawler  

Executive Director  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Program Director Janet Shumba  

and Her family  

Judy Lawler playing with the 

children on the playground  
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In December of 2009, I was one of four 

brothers who traveled to Zambia on a 

mission to finish the work remaining on 

the first four buildings constructed at the 

Breath of Heaven Childrenõs Village. The 

scope of the work involved some finish 

carpentry, electrical work and plumbing.  

The goal set before us was to get the first 

group of children into the Village by the 

end of January 2010.  

 

On my first visit to the Village, I was im-

pressed by the buildings that are being 

constructed to house the children.  They 

are far superior to what the vast majority 

of Zambians are accustomed to.  For the 

first time in their lives, these children will 

be able to take a warm shower, sleep in 

their own beds on clean linen and eat at a 

table the food they help prepare in their 

own well -stocked kitchen - complete with 

stove and refrigeration.  The whole situa-

tion is much better.  

 

In the days and weeks to come, we would 

find ourselves entering into a truly mar-

velous work.  The vision of a Childrenõs 

Village was becoming a reality; the dream 

was becoming substance. As the work 

progressed, the crew we were a part of 

grew in response to the demands and 

requirements of the project.  We were 

being fused together through our com-

mon purpose, combined efforts, and the 

pressure and difficulty such physical labor 

causes.  A special bond began to develop 

among us; it made the hard work we were 

doing enjoyable and especially rewarding.   

 

As the construction activity increased, the 

funds for the project were being used at 

an alarming rate. Listening to Ted and 

Michael discuss the status of the work 

and the funding for it, I began to see the 

desperate need for Godõs continuous sup-

ply.  The situation is not unlike that which 

the disciples faced when the Lord told 

them to feed the multitudes.  In view of a 

need they saw as being way beyond their 

ability to do anything about, they sug-

gested the Lord send the people away.   

He, seeing not only the need but also 

heavenõs unlimited resources, said to 

them, òYou give them something...ó (Mark 

6:35 -44).  They took what little food they 

could scrounge up and brought it to the 

Lord.  He took the little they had to give, 

blessed and multiplied it and gave it back 

to them to distribute.  Likewise, those 

involved in this ministry, seeing the vast 

need and how inadequate their limited 

resources are to meet it, must continually 

commit to the Lord the little they have 

and trust Him to bless and multiply.   

 

The apostle Paul stated that his suffi-

ciency came from the Lord, who made 

him an able minister (2 Cor. 3:4 -6).  He 

also encouraged the flock to look to their 

God who was able to cause grace to 

abound toward them so they would have 

an abundant supply for every good deed 

(2 Cor. 9:8).  The works the Lord has pre-

pared for us to walk in require an abun-

dant flow of grace.  These works are im-

possible apart from our walking closely 

enough with Him to allow His very life 

and power to be expressed in us and 

through us.  They canõt be accomplished 

in the strength of men or in the wisdom 

of men, no matter how well intentioned, 

determined, or gifted they may be.  

Breath of Heaven is a God -sized task that 

will bring as many as are involved in it 

into an utter reliance on Him.  Who is 

sufficient for these things?  Our hope 

must be completely fixed on the grace 

that comes with the manifestation of His 

life in our mortal flesh (1 Pet. 1:13; 2 

Cor. 4:10 -12).  Our confidence is not in 

what we can do but in what God can and 

will do to meet the need!  This is a spiri-

tual work, and as many as are called to it 

will only prevail as they remain open, 

yielded, and continuously looking to the 

Lord.  Our participation in the work pro-

vides Him the opportunity to work in us 

both to will and do what is pleasing to 

Him.   

 

In Matt. 25:34 -40, the Lord tells us how 

we will often serve Him in this life.  It is 

important for those of us who consider 

ourselves servants of the Lord to realize 

that what we do for those the Lord loves 

is actually a service rendered to the Lord 

Himself.  He says to us ò... in as much as 

you do it unto one of the least of these 

my brethren you have done it unto me.ó  

We have in the Breath of Heaven Chil-

drenõs Ministries an opportunity to serve 

the Lord, and in doing so, to change the 

world for some of His loved ones.  

 

This is a condensed version of an arti-

cle written by Steve Sharman.  You can 

access the unabridged version on our 

website: www.bofheaven.org.  

Reflections of a Carpenter  


