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News From The Chi

D uring the month of February, Mi-
chael Devine, Bill Bromley and |
went to visit the children cared for by
Breath of Heaven and to take care of a
number of administrative matters. It was

a very fruitful trip.

During the two short weeks we were
there, we purchased furniture for the four
houses, put up a tower for the second well

on our property and began the process of
applying for becoming a non -
governmental organization (NGO). We
also distributed clothing made for the
children by a wonderful woman named
Darlene Carpenter from Phoenix, Arizona,
whose story is highlighted in the following article.

'C.hi | drenés .Vwi.‘l | a”ge' Hr ope

Bill Bromley spent time videoing the children and giving them copies of a small booklet that our
teachers had helped them put together on their trip last summer. It contained photos and in-
formation the children had assembled about their lives in Zambia.

A very important aspect of our visit was meeting with government officials. We had discussions
with a representative from the Department of Chj I dr
of Community Devel opment. They were very enthulsi as
vided us with necessary bureaucratic guidelines for
the operation of our program. They were also very
appreciative that we had consulted with them prior
to setting up the program and pledged their support

to help make Breath of Heaven a success.
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The target date for our grand opening is September

1, 2009. At that time we will have three homes com-
pleted, and we will be able to receive our first thirty -
six children. To God be the glory!
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Spurred On By Love

by Kareen E. DelConte

This February, some team mem-
bers had the blessing of being able
to present close to 40 brand new,
custom -made shirts and dresses to
the kids we are currently sponsor-
ing. The children jumped for joy
and beamed with delight at their
new-found treasures! In fact, little
four -year-old Norah was so thrilled
with her special gift that she wore it
for days on endéa
sleeping with it by night! (Finally,
one of the women managed to con-
vince her to part with her new dress
i just long enough to be laun-
dered!)

These beautiful,
outfits were donated to us by

ph / r,g s
gr([)phet ggqajiza%%r?t f%lur%ited just a few
short months ago by a semi
grandmother with a heart for orphans, a
love of sewing, and a passion to continue
| eling ek giftd and talents to further the
Kingdom of God.
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Darlene Carpenter, affectionately known
as O0Gramma C. 6, had
ministry for 40 years with her husband,

an. As they began preparing for the
next chapter in their lives, she realized
that
was simply not an option! Committed to
devoting a substantial amount of her time
to volunteer work, it was important to her
to invest in something she was really pas-
sionate about. As she embarked on the
journey of deciphering
host of worthwhile charitable organiza-
tions out there she should become in-
volved with, Darlene ended up contribut-
ing her efforts to a number of valuable
ministries.  Nonetheless, something in
her spirit remained restless; as she ex-
pl ains,

Then, one summer 0s
found herself in church, captivated by
what she was hearing from the woman
who was addressing the congregation.
This gal, who was a professionally
interior decorator with a full -time job, had
discovered a way to significantly impact

the lives of
sake! She shared about how God had
given her the idea to create her own min-
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istry, Room for Joy, where she could util-
ize her unique training and expertise to
provide complete makeovers of the bed-
rooms of chronically -ill kids. By the time
sheéd finished
i ght bul b had gone
mind, and the beginning of something
very special was ignited in her spirit.
Maybe there was a way that she, too,
could combine her skill as a seamstress
with her love and compassion for or-
phaned children i and make a difference,
for Jesus® sake!

The Lord was faithful to fan that spark of
an idea into flame over the next few
weeks and, ultimately, Dresses for Or-
phans was blazing! 0| guess
thing was kind of
recall s, d0as the
the opportunity and helped me see that
there wasaneedthat Ilcoul d hel

The glorious news is that each and every
one of us is a potential vessel of the love
of God! The writer of Hebrews encour-
ages us to
one another on toward love and good
d e e d Justbas the Lord used someone
story
l ene 0Gramma C. 0
hope that someone reading her story will
be similarly
leading for their own unique role in His
marvelous kingdom

Dresses for Or-
phans, please visit:
www.DressesForOrphans.org
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http://www.dressesfororphans.org/
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A Day to Remember
by Judy Lawler

>d up to a
We had no idea it was a water park! Last
July when we rented a bus, piled all of
our kids into it and headed outside of the
city of Lusaka to a destination that a Zam-
bian friend had recommended, we were
anticipating just your typical day of fun at

ahe ®arkg MVe bag pagked about 80 pea-
nut butter and jelly sandwiches (enough
for 2 apiece) along with 40 bananas and
drinks, so that we could have a picnic as
well as enjoy the playground activities.
When we pulled up to a well -manicured
parking lot and noticed a line of people
with beach towels waiting to get in, our
suspicions were aroused. Our surprise
was complete when we went through the
gates and entered into a tropical paradise
with lush vegetation and pools of water of
various depths and shapes, all beckoning
to us to jump in!

At first, we just wandered around wonder-

i n what to do. T hoen
f pathify&iitd, so this was  not a destina-
tion that we would have  knowingly chosen
for an outing! But while we adults looked
frantically around for other available ac-
tivities, the kids had

another idea. Not bur-

dengd with !the same
scruples as their Ameri-

can hosts, they soon

had all stripped down to

their underwear and

were joyously splashing

and frolicking in the

cool water, absolutely
delighted at the turn of
event s! oJude!
Look at me! 6,
shouted, one after an-

other. The sound of

their laughter rolled

across the water and

through the trees. My

heart overflowed with

the joy of it!
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Eventually, the bigger kids found their way
to a huge water slide at the far end of the
park. We kept the little ones away from
that and actually found an indoor play-
room (that would
filled with riding toys, Lego tables, a plas-
tic ball pond and inflatable jumpers, tun-
nels and slides! Yes - it turned out that
there were other things to do besides play
in the water! For outside fun, there was a
large field for running around and playing
ball games, and they also had a nice vol-
leyball net set up. The biggest draw by
far, however, were the trampolines!

Wh a't child doesndt |
the air on a trampol
you can get to flying! Our kids went crazy
over them! Each trampoline was ground
level, constructed over a rectangular pit.
They werenot very |
had to take turns jumping two at a time.
Of course, they tried to mob them, and
ten kids would try to jump at the same
time! Each child was so desperate to get
his or her own turn that sometimes push-
ing and shoving would erupt. As a result,
we had to do quite a bit of policing
around the trampoline pits! To see the
looks on their faces, however, as they
jumped high into the air - priceless!!!

This July, we will take our kids back to
that park, but this time, each child will
have his or her own bathing suit and
towel! Also, we will plan to use the out-
door facilities to stage a big cookout,
with barbequed chicken, burgers and all
of the sides. We plan to do whatever it
takes to give our kids another day to re-
member! Woul dnodét you
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