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News From The Childrenõs Village 

One of the children 

hugged his back 

pack and shouted, 

òItõs mine.  Itõs 

mine!ó   

Pastor Ted on his recent visit to Zambia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T eams from Emmanuel Christian Fellowship, Wildo-

mar, CA and Grace Chapel, Oceanside, CA, spent 

the month of July in Lusaka, Zambia working with our 

thirty -five orphans.  They conducted two weeks of Vaca-

tion Bible School and took the kids on field trips to a zoo 

and a water park.  

 

The groups also did work on one of the homes for the 

kids.  They painted, did tile work and also made some 

bricks.  

 

The kids were given backpacks, which were filled with 

clothes and school supplies.  Their response was one of 

delight and grateful appreciation.  One 

of the children hugged his backpack 

and shouted, òItõs mine.  Itõs mine!ó  

The huge smile on his face said it all.  

 

Thank you for bringing hope into these 

childrenõs lives. 

 

The article that follows gives you a 

glimpse into the lives of a few of our 

kids.  

 

Ted Lawler  

Executive Director  

 



Brash, bold and 

exuberant, Greyson 

demands to be noticed!   

This summer, I spent the month of July in 

Lusaka, Zambia, where we are construct-

ing the Breath of Heaven Childrenõs Vil-

lage.  Although there were many different 

activities that team members could par-

ticipate in during their stay in Africa, from 

working on the construction site to pray-

ing for AIDS patients, I had the sense that 

this trip I was to focus much of my time 

getting to know the 35 children who are 

currently sponsored by Breath of Heaven 

donors.  Therefore, I involved myself with 

other team members in presenting two 

Vacation Bible School programs and tak-

ing the kids on special outings to the zoo 

and the water park. We also had the op-

portunity to work one -on-one with some 

of the children.  

 

These 35 sponsored children will be the 

first residents of the Childrenõs Village, 

once the first three houses have been 

completed.  Currently, the children stay at 

the Avila Orphanage when school is out, 

and when school is in session, they live in 

rather bleak care situations within the 

community.  The orphanage itself has no 

running water and is in disrepair.  The 

children, who range in age from 3 to 23, 

are in urgent need of a better and consis-

tent living situation.  

 

 As I have prayed about what my role 

should be in this vital work in Africa, one 

thing that I have heard clearly from the 

Lord is that I am to be òa voice for those 

without a voiceó.  With that in mind, Iõd 

like to share with you the stories of a few 

of our kidsé. 

 

Racheal Mbulo, age 11, is a tiny waif of a 

girl whose story typifies the plight of 

many of the children here. Her dad died 

several years back, and when her mother 

eventually remarried, her new husband 

refused to take in this child from her first 

marriage. Therefore, Rachael was left 

behind to live with her grandmother, who 

is very destitute and is not able to care 

for her properly.  In fact, the grand-

mother told the caseworker that she 

would be very happy to have Rachael per-

manently taken off her hands!  

 

As a result, 

Racheal has a 

rejected spirit 

and a sadness 

that is almost 

palpable.  She 

tends to isolate 

herself from the 

other children and wanders around 

alone.  Shy and withdrawn, she stayed in 

the distance when the bus carrying the 

team from the U.S. first arrived at the 

orphanage.  Even when spoken to, she 

uttered not a word as she nervously fin-

gered her tattered green dress.  As the 

days passed, however, she began to open 

up as she joined in on the group activi-

ties that were planned.  Several team 

members took special note of her and 

reached out with genuine love and con-

cern.  She responded to their attention 

and especially to the hugs and physical 

affection that they provided. Soon her 

smile came out of hiding! And before 

long, she was running with the other chil-

dren to greet the team members with 

genuine delight when the bus would pull 

up.  

 

Racheal is in the fifth grade and would 

like to be a nurse when she grows up.  

 

Greyson Chongwe, 

age 15, provides 

quite a contrast to 

l i t t le  Racheal. 

Brash, bold and 

exuberant, he de-

mands to be no-

ticed!  Bright and 

a r t icu la te , he 

seems poised for 

success, wanting 

to become a doc-

tor some day.  His winning smile and 

prankster personality are irresistible!  

 

Yet, Greyson is one of the most destitute 

of the children and has also suffered se-

vere rejection by whatõs left of his family.  

Despite his intelligence, he performs 

A FEW OF OUR KIDS 
by Judy Lawler 

Racheal has a rejected 

spirit and a sadness 

that is almost palpable.   
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poorly in school and is frequently in trou-

ble. In fact, we were told that he skips 

school a lot and failed the high school 

entrance exams last year. (He´ll retake 

them in October.)  

 

Behind the charming personality is a boy 

who desperately needs help.  One of the 

older boys pointed to Greyson and told 

us, òI love him, but he has bad character-

istics.ó  He is at a crossroads in his life, 

and the path he will choose is in doubt. 

He urgently needs the ongoing attention, 

love and supervision that will be provided 

at the Childrenõs Village. 

 

Finally, Iõd like to tell 

you a little bit about 

Lazarus Mbewe. At 

age 19, he is the sec-

ond oldest boy whom 

we sponsor. He is a 

double -orphan who 

lives most of the time 

with his destitute 

grandmother. He is 

as thin as a reed, and 

has suffered from 

years of malnourish-

ment. The housemother told me that 

when he was first taken in several years 

ago, he fainted from hunger. He was also 

suffering from tuberculosis and had to 

undergo 8 months of treatment.  

Lazarus is a serious young man who is 

devoted to God and very grateful for His 

provision. He is a quiet leader and is very 

caring toward the younger children. His 

maturity, humility and gentleness are 

quite evident as he interacts with others. 

While he is still in high school, his dream 

is to become a pastor.  

 

There are 32 other stories that could be 

told, but you get the gist.  These are all 

children who need our help in order to 

have a future. And there are many others 

whom we donõt even know yet who will be 

given a safe place to grow up in once the 

village has been completed.  It will be a 

place where they will be loved and will 

come to know the love of the Father - a 

place where their dreams can take flight 

and their hearts can find comfort.  

 

Our deepest gratitude goes out to all of 

you who are sponsoring children or who 

have otherwise contributed to this huge 

endeavor.  For the sake of Racheal, Grey-

son, Lazarus and all of the others who will 

come through our doors, please keep on 

giving!  For those of you who have yet to 

get involved, please join us in this quest 

to save the lives of children in distress!  

Commit yourselves to a cause greater 

than yourselves! Your sacrifice will not be 

in vain!  

 

While Lazarus is still in 

high school, his dream is 

to become a pastor.  

HOW 

CAN ONE 

Make a difference in the world?... 

The weight of the question itself overwhelms, 
and before an answer is formed, inertia sets in and the thought is dismissed, buried, hidden un-

derneath the trappings of our everyday lives.  Unfortunately, this is where most of us stop and 

give up.  This is the great tragedy, because the answer to the question is quite simple:   

you start with one. 

One act. One person. One child. 
If you can change the path of a single life, youôll be giving a gift whose impact will extend to 

every person who comes into contact with that one transformed life.  You can do so by purchas-

ing a copy of ñI Am Zambiaò, a book which tells our story. 

 

Every book sold will go into the construction of a childrenôs village, specifically geared towards 

housing, educating and nurturing orphaned children. 

 

To make a donation to purchase a book, please go to www.iamzambia.org. 

I Am Zambia  


